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An electrically operated brake, including a housing
having a cylindrical chamber provided therein. A ro-
tary member is carried within the cylindrical chamber
for rotation about a longitudinal axis of the cylindrical
chamber. Circumferentially spaced sockets are dis-
posed in the outer surface of the rotary member for
accommodating one end of sprags. Spring means urge
the sprags in contact with an inner surface of the
housing for locking said rotary member relative to said
housing. A control member is adapted to be shifted
longitudinally by an electrically operated means for
forcing the sprags out of engagement with the housing.
A spring forces the control member to return to its
braking position when the electrically operated means
is de-energized.
6 Claims, 6 Drawing Figures
/{NASA-Case-MFS-21 846-1)
BRAKE Patent ( N A S A ) 5
SOLENOID
CSCL 131
00/15
Onclas
40329
PATEWEDKAY28I97* 3.812.936
5
 5 4 1 5 2 2
10
16
18
24
6-1
14
40
56
50 49 .44
56. .46
50
12
-4-8
.e.
, • - . I
SPRAG SOLENOID BRAKE
3,812,936
'°
1 5
20
25
ORIGIN OF INVENTION
The invention described herein was made by an em-
ployee of the United States Government, and may be
manufactured and used by or for the Government for
governmental purposes without the payment of any
royalties thereon or therefor.
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION
This invention relates to an electrically operated
brake, and more particularly to an electrically operated
brake that has sprags carried therein, which are manip-
ulated by a control member to either assume a braking
position or free rotating position.
In manipulators, such as mechanical arms, which are
remotely controlled, it has become important to pro-
vide some means for locking the manipulator in a rigid
or fixed position so that other devices, such as tools,
can be maneuvered relative thereto. For example, if the
manipulator is a mechanical arm being used in outer
space, it is often desired to hold an object in one arm
while using another mechanical arm to control a tool
for performing some function on the object. This re-
quires the stationary mechanical arm to be locked in a
fixed position. •
Normally, these mechanical arms are controlled from
a remote station, such as earth, by a simulated master
control system including a pair of arms. When the mas-
ter arms, which are generally strapped to an individual
are moved, the slaved arms which may be located, for
example on the moon or some other remote station,
move accordingly. One problem encountered hereto-
fore, is the operator becoming fatigued from the physi-
cal energy required for manipulating a particular arm
and holding the other arm in a fixed position. It has be-
come apparent that, if the slave, once it reaches a de-
sired position, can be locked in that position, then the
operator can move the master arm without affecting or
changing the position of the slave arm. The mechanical
arms generally include a rotating element that is driven
by electric motors so that when it is desired to lock
such in a fixed position it is necessary to lock the rotat-
ing element. This is accomplished by placing a braking
device constructed in accordance with the present in-
vention on the end of the rotating shaft so that when
power is removed from the braking element it will lock
the shaft in the position that it is in at that time. Of
course, it is to be understood that the braking device
constructed in accordance with the present invention
may have many applications, and the use on a mechani-
cal arm is just one particular illustration.
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 55
The invention comprises an electrically operated
brake which includes a housing having a cylindrical
chamber provided therein. A rotary member is carried
within the cylindrical chamber for rotation about a lon-
gitudinal axis of the cylindrical chamber. Circumferen-
tially spaced sockets are disposed in the outer surface
of the rotary member, each receiving one end of a re-
spective sprag. The other end of the respective sprag is
adapted to engage an inner surface of the housing for ,.
providing braking. Spring means urge the sprags of re-
spective pairs in opposite directions in the sockets for
wedging engagement with the cylindrical housing. A
control member is coaxially disposed on the rotary
member, and is adapted to be shifted longitudinally by
an electrically operated means for spreading the sprags
out of wedging engagement with the inner surface of
the cylindrical chamber when the electrically operated
means is energized. Thus, the rotary member can be se-
lectively placed in either a free rotating condition or a
locked condition, depending upon the energization of
the electrically operated means.
Accordingly, it is an important object of the present
invention to provide a power-off brake having a large
braking power for its size.
Another important object of the present invention is
to provide an electrically operated braking device,
which can be readily attached to a rotating element for
either locking the rotating element in a fixed position,
or for allowing such to rotate freely by merely applying
electrical signals to the braking device.
Still another important object of the present inven-
tion is to provide a high energy solenoid brake.
These and other objects and advantages of the inven-
tion will become apparent upon reference to the fol-
lowing specification, attendant claims and drawing.
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING
FIG. 1 illustrates a longitudinal cross-sectional view
of a solenoid braking device constructed in accordance
with the present invention,
FIG. 2 is an enlarged elevation view of a control
member forming part of the invention with a set of
sprags shown in sections,
FIG. 3 is an elevation view looking from the left hand
end of the control member shown in FIG. 2,
FIG. 4 is an enlarged side elevation view of a rotary
member forming part of the subject braking device,
FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view taken along line 5—5
of FIG. l .and
FIG. 6 is a side elevational view illustrating an alter-
nate control member constructed to provide braking
when power is applied to a solenoid forming part of the
brake.
DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT
Referring in more detail to FIG. 1 of the drawing,
there is illustrated a braking device, generally desig-
nated by the reference character 10, constructed in ac-
cordance with the present invention. The braking de-
vice includes a cylindrical housing 12 which is fixed by
a bracket 14 extending downwardly therefrom to any
suitable structure so as to prevent rotation thereof. The
housing 12 has a cylindrical chamber therein defined
by an inner surface 15. Carried-adjacent an outer end
of the elongated cylindrical housing 12 is a cap 16
which is fixed to the outer housing 12 by any suitable
means, such as bolts, not shown. The cap 16 has a bear-
ing 18 centrally located therein. Positioned adjacent
the cap 16 is a circular solenoid coil 20 which has an
elongated axial bore 22 extending therethrough. A
compression spring 24 is carried in the bore 22 of the
coil 20, and has one end pressing against the bearing
18. The other end of the compression spring 24 presses
against a control member 26.
The control member 26 is shown in more detail in
FIG. 2, and includes a circular elongated portion 28
which has a longitudinal bore 30 extending there-
through. The inner end of the elongated portion 28 is
3,812,936
integral with an outwardly extending circular member
32 which has circumferentially spaced wedge shaped
members 34 extending longitudinally therefrom. The
wedge-shaped members 34 include a straight portion
36 which extends into the outwardly extending wedge 5
38. The wedge 38 is defined by opposed inclined sur-
faces 39 which diverge coaxially away from the longitu-
dinal axis extending through the control member 26. In
one particular embodiment, there are four wedge-
shaped members 34 spaced circumferentially about the 10
circular member 32. A hole 40 extends through the cir-
cular member 32 in alignment with the bore 30 extend-
ing through the elongated portion 28 for receiving the
shank portion 42 of a rotary member, generally desig-
nated by the reference character 44. The shank portion 15
42 has an elongated key slot 46 provided in the surface
thereof so that the shank portion 42 can be inserted
into the bore 30 of the control member 26 and keyed
thereto by a key 47. It is to be understood, however,
that sufficient tolerance is permitted between the key 20
47 and the key slot 46 to permit the control'member 26
to be readily shifted longitudinally. An inner end 48 of
the shank portion 42 is reduced for being positioned
within the bearing 18 carried in the cap member 16.
Adjacent the center of the control shaft 44 is an en- 25
larged circular member 49 which has elongated longi-
tudinal slots 50 spaced circumferentially therearound.
These slots 50 are provided for receiving an inner end
of a sprag 54. The other end 56 of the driven shaft 44
has a key slot 58 provided therein so that such can be 30
coupled to any suitable shaft that it is desired to apply
a Braking action thereto. The end 56 of the driven shaft
44 extends through a hole 59 provided in an end 60 of
the housing 12. Bearings 61 are carried within the
housing 12 for supporting the end 56 of the driven shaft 35
44. It is noted from observing FIG. 1 that a certain
amount of clearance is provided between the solenoid
coil 20 and the control member 26 when such is lo-
cated within the housing 12 so that the control member
12 can be shifted back and forth about .its longitudinal 40
axis within the housing 12. As shown in FIG. 1, the con-
trol member 26 is shifted to the left by the spring 24.
Referring to FIGS. 1 and 5 of the drawings, sprags 54
are positioned on opposite sides of the wedges 38 and
a spring 62 tends to pull the sprags of respective pairs
together adjacent the inclined surfaces 39 of the wedge
member 34. As previously mentioned, the inner
rounded ends 64 of the sprags are carried within the
longitudinal slots 50 provided in the circular member
49. The outer surface of the sprags are inclined so that,
for example, the sprag member illustrated at the top
left in FIG. 5 when engaging the inner wall of the outer
housing 12 will prevent the drive shaft 44 from rotating „
in a counter-clockwise direction. The sprag 54 shown
at the top right when engaging the outer housing 12 will
prevent the drive shaft 44 from rotating in a clockwise
direction. Therefore, when both of the sprags 54 of a
particular pair engage the inner surface of the outer
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housing 12, such lock the drive shaft 44 preventing it
from rotating in either direction. In order to disengage
the outer surfaces of the sprags 54 from the outer hous-
ing 12 the solenoid coil 20 is energized by any suitable
source of power, shifting the control member 26 to the
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right when viewing the device in FIG. 1. This causes, as
shown in FIG. 2, the sprag elements 54 to ride up the
inclined surfaces 39 of the wedge-shaped members 38
pulling such out of contact with the outer housing 12.
When the sprags 54 are pulled out of contact with the
outer housing 12 the drive shaft 44 is permitted to ro-
tate freely. Upon de-energizing the solenoid coil 20 the
spring 24 forces the control membe'r back to the left
and the spring 62 coupled between cooperating sprag
members pulls the sprag members 54 towards each
other into engagement with the outer housing 12 to
prevent shaft 44 from rotating relative to the outer
housing. The spring 62 is connected to the sprags in a
conventional manner, wherein, it tends to pull the
sprags of respective pairs together.
Since the control member 26 is keyed to the drive
shaft 42 by a key 47, the control member rotates with
the drive shaft 42. However, it is to be understood that
the control member 26 is permitted to shift longitudi-
nally along the drive shaft 42 by either energizing the
solenoid coil 20 or by allowing the spring 24 to push
such in the opposite direction when the coil is de-
energized.
In summarizing the operation of the brake shown in
FIGS. 1 through 5, when the solenoid coil 20 is de-
energized the spring 24 forces the control member to
the left. In this position the spring 62, which engages
the sprags, pull the sprags of respective pairs of sprags
together wedging the outer ends of the sprags against
the inner wall 15 of the housing 12. This causes the
drive shaft 44 to be locked relative to the outer housing
12. When it is desired to permit the drive shaft 44 to ro-
tate freely relative to the outer housing 1'2 the solenoid
coil 20 is energized causing the control member to shift
to the right. As the control member shifts to the right
the sprags 54 ride up the inclined surfaces 39 of the
wedges 38 forcing the sprags out of engagement with
the inner wall 15 of the housing 12.
FIG. 6 illustrates a modified control member 65
which is constructed in the same manner as the control
member 26 with the exception that the wedge-shaped
member 66-has.surfaces 68 which diverge towards the
longitudinal axis away from the circular member 69. As
a result of the inclined surfaces diverging when the so-
lenoid coil 20 is de-energized the spring 24 forces the
control member to the left spreading the sprags 54 out
of engagement with the inner wall 15 of the housing 12
permitting the drive shaft 44 to rotate freely relative to
the outer housing 12. Upon energizing the solenoid coil
the control member 65 is shifted to the right permitting
the spring 62 to pull the sprags 54 into wedging contact
with the outer housing 12 locking the control shaft 42
relative to the outer housing. Therefore, when the sole-
noid coil is de-energized the control shaft 44 is permit-
ted to rotate freely and upon energizing the solenoid
coil 20 such is placed in a locked condition.
What is claimed is:
1. An electrically operated brake comprising:
a. a housing having a cylindrical chamber provided
therein defined by an inner surface,
b. a rotary member carried within said cylindrical
chamber for rotation about a longitudinal axis of
said cylindrical chamber;
c. circumferentially spaced sockets disposed in an
outer surface of said rotary member;
d. at least one pair of sprags each having a rounded
end portion and an opposite wedging end portion;
e. said end portions being respectively disposed in
said sockets of said surface of said rotary member
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and in engagement with said inner surface of said
cylindrical chamber;
f. spring means urging the sprags of each pair in op-
posite directions in the sockets thereof for wedging
engagement with said inner surface of said cylindri- 5
cal chamber;
g. a control member coaxially disposed on said rotary
member;
h. means coupling said control member to said rotary
member for rotation therewith while permitting 10
said control member to be shifted longitudinally
thereto,
i. electrically operated means for urging said control
member to a first longitudinal position on said ro-
tary member when energized; 15
j. means for urging said control member to a second
longitudinal position on said rotary member when
said electrically operated means is de-energized;
k. inclined means carried adjacent one end of said
control member for permitting said spring means to 20
force said sprags into wedging engagement with
said inner surface of said housing when said control
member in in one of said longitudinal positions and
for spreading said sprags out of wedging engage-
ment with said inner surface when said control 25
member is in the other longitudinal position;
whereby said rotary member can be maintained in a
fixed or freely rotating position relative to said
housing.
2. The brake as set forth in claim 1 wherein said
means for urging said control member to said second
longitudinal position is a spring.
3. The brake as set forth in claim 1 wherein, said in-
clined means includes:
a. a wedge-shaped member having a pair of opposed
inclined surfaces which engage respective sprags of
a pair for spreading said sprags apart out of contact
with said inner surface of said housing when said
control member is in said first position.
4. The electrically operated brake as set forth in
claim 1, wherein said electrically operated means in-
cludes:
a. a cylindrical coil having a bore extending there-
through; and
b. said control member and said rotary member being
coaxially disposed in said bore of said coil; whereby
when said coil is energized said control member
shifts longitudinally in said bore to said first posi-
tion.
5. The electrically operated brake as set forth in
claim 3 wherein said inclined surfaces of said wedge-
shaped member converge towards said longitudinal
axis and said one end of said control member.
6. The electrically operated brake as set forth in
claim 3 wherein said inclined surfaces of said wedge-
shaped member diverge away from said longitudinal
axis towards one end of said control member.
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